
The Waltham Chase "Exception Site"  

There are two sides to every argument and as you attend this Presentation today, please be mindful there are hidden truths and 

consequences you may not otherwise hear.  

 

The proposed "exception site" falls outside the development envelope, which is why it is called "exception". It derives from a policy created 

especially for Housing Associations so that they can find cheaper land deals. In the ordinary way local opposition would be very strong to the loss 

of such land, but this is undermined by reference to Parish Surveys where respondents indicate they would like to see more affordable housing in 

the Parish.  

 

The question answered is of course somewhat "aspirational" and when people indicate they would like to see social housing, most think it should 

be built for people from the Parish. Perhaps they have their children in mind, but of course children grow up and frequently their education and work 

takes them away from the Parish by the time they are 21.  

 

None the less, the Parish Surveys are exploited and are used as the basis of an argument to build such developments in the Parish. In contrast, 

living costs are basically ignored - the fact that the buses are inadequate means a car is virtually essential just to do shopping let alone visit the 

doctor, and as for schools, from time to time they are under pressure of numbers, so travel may be involved. You can see the practicality of the 

site is not considered comprehensively.  

 

The method used therefore, to placate the fears of the Parish Council, is to assure Council members that local people will have first shout. This 

sounds great but it is flawed for two reasons:-  

 

Firstly, just because you build twelve houses doesn't mean there are twelve families from the Parish ready to move in then. Indeed if they built 3 

houses a year it might work but that is not the proposal and they won't leave 9 houses empty. 

  

Secondly, Winchester City Council keeps a list of all the people in need of social housing in its district and in addition they are point scored. Those 

with the highest number of points are deemed to be in the greatest need.  They include people who will take anything offered because they just 

want a house, they will include people who would like to live here because they want to send their children to local schools, or to be near friends, 

and they could include problem families. It all depends on how many points they have accumulated and where they are prepared to move to. In 

other words, a development such as this will most likely house a significant number of families brought in from other areas. Not surprisingly, this 

has proved to be a sore point with similar communities who have gone through this exercise in the past.  

 

As this is an "exception site" it is inferred that the existing development boundary does not actually move. In the short term that is correct. But in ten 

years time when a new local plan emerges, developers will argue the boundary has moved. They will make a case for more building along Lower 

Chase Road and show how ridiculous is would be to develop the Forest Farm side and not allow the Swanmore College side to be developed. 

Pressure and arguments from interested sources will eventually achieve change. Hence this "exception site" is the thin edge of a wedge, as 

time will show.  

 

But perhaps the most poignant argument concerns the fact there is still land to be developed within the existing envelope. Why then 

undermine the recent "Blue Print Vote" which saw the preservation of gaps between settlements become the No 1 priority.... It just does 

not make sense!  

 

Moreover, in the 1980s Waltham Chase took a massive 33% of all the new housing in the Southern Parishes. (That is an area stretching from 

Upham to Denmead.) Albeit some 30 years ago, do we really want to encourage development that means we shoot ourselves in the foot in the 

manner proposed? Have we learned nothing?  

 

If now you wish to object to this "exception site",  

please ensure to make your objection known.  
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